
 
 

AI INNOVATION CHALLENGE 
STEM NEXT’S OFFICIAL CHALLENGE RULES AND LEGAL DISCLAIMER 

 
STEM Next Opportunity Fund (“STEM Next”) invites all out-of-school time (hereinafter “OST”) 
programs in the United States, that serve youth in grades 9-12, to develop innovative projects 
addressing real-world challenges using AI. Youth identify a local or global issue they care about, 
then use AI to research the issue, explore ideas, and strengthen their proposed solution. 
 
The AI Innovation Challenge (hereinafter “The Challenge”) gives young people the chance to 
learn how to use AI responsibly as a research and development partner as they create 
innovative solutions to issues that matter to them — all while competing for a cash prize for their 
afterschool program.  
 
By entering into any STEM Next’s Challenge, participant agrees to abide by these official 
Challenge rules and legal disclaimer and the decisions of STEM Next, such decisions which are 
final and binding in all respects.  
 
NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN. DONATIONS TO STEM NEXT’S 
PROGRAMS OR SERVICES DO NOT ENHANCE CHANCES OF WINNING.  
 
Challenge Submission Period 
The Challenge submission period begins on August 18, 2026, and closes on November 19, 
2026, at 11:59 PM EST. No submission will be accepted after the close of the Challenge 
submission period. Participants who are selected as potential winners will be announced in 
December 2026. STEM Next shall have sole discretion to change or modify the announcement 
date.  
 
Eligibility 
The Challenge is open solely to structured OST programs located in the fifty (50) United States 
and the District of Columbia that (1) serve youth in grades 9-12, (2) complete the challenge 
requirements, and (3) its educators complete the submission form which includes a close-out 
survey.  
 
Eligible programs include afterschool programs, STEM clubs, robotics teams, makerspaces, 
summer programs, and other structured learning experiences offered or supervised by a school, 
library, museum, community organization, faith-based organization, or similar institution. 
 
Youth may participate individually or in teams. Each program site may submit up to five team 
projects, but only one project per program site is eligible to receive a prize award. All entries 
must be submitted by an adult educator, program leader, or staff member on behalf of the 
participating program site. A program site refers to a single afterschool program location serving 
youth. Organizations operating multiple sites may submit entries for each program site 
independently. 
 
Because participating youth are minors, the adult educator, program leader, or staff member 
submitting on behalf of the program site is responsible for obtaining any parental/guardian 



permissions, media releases, or other consents required by applicable law and the program’s 
own policies for youth participation and submitted materials, including any names, images, 
likenesses, voices, or other identifying information included in an entry. 
 
Employees, officers, directors, or agents of STEM Next or any of STEM Next’s partners, related 
companies, agencies, or agents, as well as the immediate family (defined as spouse, parents, 
siblings, children, and grandparents) and same household members of any such employee, 
officer, director, or agent, are not eligible to participate. All applicable federal, state, and local 
laws and regulations apply. Void where prohibited or restricted by law.  
 
How to Enter 
To enter, participants must submit the following: 
 

1.​ Completed Research & Development Snapshot (R&D Snapshot): A structured 
project artifact that explains the problem, proposed solution, AI process, feedback or 
iteration, career-connected skills, and potential impact. (A template will be provided) 

2.​ Video Pitch: An up to 5-minute video or recorded presentation that creatively explains 
the team’s idea. 

3.​ Completed Challenge Submission Form: Projects must be submitted by the adult 
educator or program leader who must also complete the required educator survey as 
part of the final submission form. 

 
Each submission must be submitted via the challenge portal at 
https://stemnext.tfaforms.net/f/2026AI-Innovation-Challenge in advance of the submission 
deadline. Each submission must include the OST’s name, email address, phone number, point 
of contact’s name, and the location of the OST program. Information collected in connection with 
the Challenge will be handled in accordance with STEM Next’s Privacy Policy. STEM Next will 
not consider incorrect, fraudulent, incomplete, late, or otherwise non-conforming entries or 
entries that are intended to annoy, abuse, threaten, or harass any person or entity in any way. 
Eligibility is at the exclusive discretion of STEM Next, and STEM Next shall be entitled to reject 
any participant’s submission for any reason or no reason at all without having to provide an 
explanation. STEM Next reserves the right, in its sole discretion, to cancel, suspend, or 
terminate the Challenge for any reason and without prior notice to any participant. In such an 
instance, STEM Next may, if and as appropriate, select a winner using reasonable means that 
are materially consistent with the Challenge in question.  
 
Participants must comply with the responsible AI use requirements provided in the AI Innovation 
Challenge Toolkit, including requirements related to privacy, verification of AI-generated 
information, youth authorship, and use of program-approved AI tools. Entries may not propose 
or promote unsafe or unlawful uses of AI, including weapons, biometric identification or 
surveillance of individuals, medical diagnosis or treatment, unlawful discrimination, harassment, 
or misuse of personal data. 
 
Judging Criteria 
Entries will be determined by a panel of judges. When reviewing entries, the panel of judges will 
consider judging criteria such as: 
 

1.​ Innovation & Impact 
2.​ AI Collaboration & Strategy 
3.​ Career-Connected Learning Alignment 
4.​ Presentation 

https://stemnext.tfaforms.net/f/2026AI-Innovation-Challenge
https://stemnext.org/privacy-policy/


 
Prize; Selecting and Notifying a Potential Winner 
STEM Next will award ten (10) participants with prize money based on the prize table below: 
 

Prize Tier Number of Winners Prize Per Winner 
First Place Two $5,000 
Second Place Three $3,000 
Third Place Five $1,000 

 
All potential winners will be selected pursuant to the judging criteria provided above. STEM Next 
will contact all potential winners by email to confirm that they have won and are entitled to a 
prize. STEM Next is not responsible for digital communications that are undeliverable as a result 
of any filtering of any kind, insufficient space in a participant’s account, or any other failure 
beyond its reasonable control. Each potential winner must show picture identification to claim 
their prize. Any potential winner will forfeit its prize it: (1) fails to respond within five days from 
the date STEM Next first tries to notify potential winner; (2) cannot be reached at the information 
provided by participant; (3) rejects the prize (or it is returned undeliverable through no fault of 
STEM Next); or (4) is disqualified from the Challenge for any reason.  
 
In the event of any forfeiture hereunder, an alternate potential winner will be selected. Potential 
prize winners are solely responsible for all applicable: (1) federal, state, and local taxes and 
withholdings; and (2) out-of-pocket expenses associated with prize acceptance and use. STEM 
Next will not substitute prizes for cash or other merchandise at the request of any potential prize 
winner. STEM Next, however, reserves the right to substitute alternate prizes of comparable or 
equal value in its sole discretion. 
 
Intellectual Property 
By entering into this Challenge, participant represents and warrants: (1) that it wholly owns or 
has properly licensed whatever materials or information it submits hereunder in connection with 
Challenge and can make such submissions without violating any applicable law, agreement with 
any third-party right of any kind (including without limitation any intellectual property, data 
protection, privacy, or publicity right) and (2) that any and all materials or information provided 
by it hereunder shall be true and correct in all respects. 
 
Furthermore, without limitation on anything set forth herein to the contrary, participant agrees 
STEM Next shall have a non-exclusive, perpetual, irrevocable, royalty-free, fully paid up license 
to the entry submitted (including all rights embodied therein) and that STEM Next, and its 
respective designees may utilize, edit, modify, post, create derivative work of and distribute the 
entry and all elements of such entry, including, without limitation, the names and likeness of any 
persons or locations embodies therein, in any and all media now known or hereafter devised, 
including for advertising and marketing their products or services, worldwide, without 
compensation or notification to, or permission from, participant or any third party. Participant 
waives any right to inspect or approve any modified, edited, or derivative works created under 
STEM Next’s rights in this paragraph.  
 
STEM Next and its designees reserve the right not to publish, display, promote, or otherwise 
publicize any submission that raises legal, safety, reputational, privacy, intellectual property, or 
responsible AI concerns. 
 
General Release; Indemnification 



In consideration of participating in the Challenge, each participant, their heirs, legal 
representatives, subsidiaries, agents, officers, directors, assigns, affiliates, or other related 
parties (“Releasing Parties”) agrees: (a) to abide by these official rules and decisions of STEM 
Next and judges, which shall be final and binding in all respects relating to this Challenge; (b) to 
release and discharge STEM Next and their respective officers, directors, employees, 
volunteers, agents, and representatives of the foregoing (collectively “Released Parties”) from 
any and all injuries, liability, loses and damages of any kind, in whole or in part, directly or 
indirectly, from participant’s participation in Challenge, submission of an entry, any 
Challenge-related activity or the acceptance, possession, use or misuse of any awarded prize; 
(c) the use of participant’s, as well as any third party’s likeness which is reference and/or used in 
the participant’s submission, name, voice, performance, photo, image, expressions, personal 
experience, and biographical material and/or likeness for programming, advertising, publicity 
and promotional purposes in any and all media, now or hereafter known, worldwide and on the 
internet, and in perpetuity by STEM Next and its designees, without compensation (unless 
prohibited by law) or additional consents from participant or any third party and without prior 
notice, approval or inspection, and to execute specific consent to such use if asked to do so; 
and (d) assume all risks, known or unknown associated with participant’s entry into Challenge. 
By participating, participant also agrees not to release any publicity or other materials on their 
own or through someone else regarding their participation in the Challenge without the prior 
consent of STEM Next, which it may withhold in its sole discretion. All federal, state, and local 
laws apply. 
 
Further, Releasing Party agrees to indemnify and hold harmless Released Parties from and 
against any and all claims, damages, obligations, losses, liabilities, costs or debts, and 
expenses (including but not limited to attorney’s fees) arising from (a) violations of these official 
rules; (b) violation of any third party right, including without limitation any copyright, trademark, 
intellectual property, privacy, publicity, or other proprietary right; or (c) any claim that an entry 
into Challenge caused any harm, including financial, to any third party. These indemnifications 
and hold harmless obligations will survive beyond the conclusion of the Challenge.  
 
Released Parties are not responsible for lost, late, incomplete, damaged, inaccurate, stolen, 
delayed, misdirected, undelivered or garbled entries or votes; or for lost, interrupted or 
unavailable network, server, Internet Service Provider (ISP), website, or other connections, 
availability or accessibility or miscommunications or failed computer, satellite, telephone or cable 
transmissions, lines, or technical failure or jumbled, scrambled, delayed, or misdirected 
transmissions or computer hardware or software malfunctions, failures or difficulties, or other 
errors or difficulties of any kind whether human, mechanical, electronic, computer, network, 
typographical, printing or otherwise relating to or in connection with Challenge, including, 
without limitation, errors or difficulties which may occur in connection with the administration of 
Challenge, the processing of entries, the tabulation of votes, the announcement of the potential 
winners, the incorrect uploading of the entries or in any Challenge-related materials.  
 
Released Parties are also not responsible for any incorrect or inaccurate information, whether 
caused by STEM Next, participant, other site users, tampering, hacking, or by any equipment or 
programming associated with or utilized in the Challenge. Released Parties are not responsible 
for injury or damage to any person, including participants, computer, or related to or resulting 
from participating in this Challenge or downloading materials from or use of STEM Next’s 
website. Participants or other persons who tamper with or abuse any aspect of the Challenge or 
related website, who act in an inappropriate or disruptive manner, or who are in violation of 
these official rules, as solely determined by STEM Next, will be disqualified and all associated 
entries will be void. Should any portion of the Challenge be, in STEM Next’s sole opinion, 



compromised by virus, worms, bugs, non-authorized human intervention or other causes which, 
in the sole opinion of STEM NEXT, corrupt or impair the administration, security, fairness or 
proper play, or submission of entries, STEM Next reserves the right at its sole discretion to 
suspend, modify or terminate the Challenge and, if terminated, at its discretion, select the 
potential winners from all eligible, non-suspect entries received prior to action taken using the 
winner determination procedure outlined above.  
 
ANY ATTEMPT TO DELIBERATELY DAMAGE STEM NEXT’S WEBSITE OR UNDERMINE 
THE LEGITIMATE OPERATION OF THE CHALLENGE MAY BE IN VIOLATION OF CRIMINAL 
AND CIVIL LAWS AND SHOULD SUCH AN ATTEMPT BE MADE, STEM NEXT RESERVES 
THE RIGHT TO SEEK DAMAGES AND OTHER REMEDIES (INCLUDING ATTORNEYS’ 
FEES) FROM ANY SUCH INDIVIDUAL TO THE FULLEST EXTENT OF THE LAW, 
INCLUDING CRIMINAL PROSECUTION. 
 
Choice of Law; Arbitration 
This challenge is subject to all applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations. Issues 
concerning the construction, validity, interpretation, and enforceability of these official rules shall 
be governed by the laws of the State of California without regard to any principles of conflict of 
laws. For any controversy or claim arising out of or related to the Challenge, these official rules 
or any element thereof, participant and STEM Next irrevocably submit and consent to binding 
arbitration conducted by a one-person neutral arbitrator selected by mutual agreement of the 
parties. Such arbitration shall be held in the County of San Diego, California. The prevailing 
party shall be entitled to attorney’s fees. Judgment on the award rendered by the arbitrator may 
be entered in any court having jurisdiction therefor. Under no circumstances will the participant 
be permitted to obtain awards for, and the participant hereby waives all rights to claim punitive, 
incidental, and/or consequential damages, other than the participant’s actual out-of-pocket 
expenses.  
 
Modifications 
STEM Next may amend these official rules in its sole discretion. The illegality, invalidity, or 
unenforceability of any specific provision or part of a provision of these official rules shall in no 
way affect the remainder of these official rules. STEM Next does not endorse any participant or 
entry, and expressly disclaims any and all liability in connection with the entries.  


